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Justice or
Only Justification?
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Comey’s become probably one
of the most controversial figures in
American politics. Since the release of
his book A Higher Loyalty: Truth,
Lies, and Leadership, Director Comey
has answered questions from a lot of
journalists. Well, tonight, it is your
turn: all the questioners tonight are
students, faculty and staff from Wil-
liam & Mary. Let’s get started. Please
welcome, from the class of 1982, dou-
ble major in chemistry and religion,

former FBI director James Comey.
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Daniel Powers There’s a very

compelling case to be made
that your announcements cost Hillary
Clinton the election. At the same

time, you never disclosed how Trump
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was involved in an FBI investigation
into the Russians. Should you have

disclosed that to the American public?

H James Comey No, for a cou-

=@ ple reasons. First, candidate
Trump was not the subject of an FBI
investigation, and the decision we
had to make during 2016 is what to
say about the Russian interference
and then what, if anything, to say
about a brand-new counterintelli-
gence investigation of a small group
of Americans to try to figure out is
there any connection. I don’t think
they’ve been identified publicly by
the FBI or the government, so I can’t
use the names, but a small group that

did not include President Trump.

And here, it’s important to realize
the Hillary Clinton case began as a
public referral from an inspector
general to the FBI. The subject of the
investigation was the candidate her-
self. We started it in July of 2015, we
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