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His dramatic Senate return, against
doctor’s orders, after being diagnosed
with brain cancer; his late-night
thumbs-down that single-handedly
crushed his party’s push to repeal and
replace Obamacare—John McCain’s
last big moment in the political spot-
light captured so many of the com-
plexities of his character: a stubborn
man who survived many a brush with
death, who spent a lifetime looking
for moments to shine as a leader,

and put country first.

McCain followed the path of
larger-than-life figures in his own
family, enrolling at the Naval Acad-
emy. He became a fighter pilot. His
first combat mission during the Viet-
nam War was aboard the USS Fore-
stall. McCain was on a routine
bombing mission. His plane was shot
down. He was taken as a prisoner

of war and tortured.
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When his father, Jack McCain,
was named commander of U.S. Pa-
cific forces, the Vietnamese offered
John McCain freedom. He refused.
It would’ve broken POW protocol:

release in order of capture.

Finally, after nearly five and a half
years in prison, McCain was re-
leased. Captain McCain became a
naval liaison to the U.S. Senate,
where he caught the political bug. In
1982, he ran for the House from
Arizona and won. Four years later,
it was on to the U.S. Senate.

In the fall of 1999, McCain an-
nounced his candidacy for president.
He trounced frontrunner George W.
Bush in the New Hampshire pri-
mary but then lost South Carolina,
where it got ugly and personal.

McCain soon dropped out.
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