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{2 Anderson Cooper The king-

“m dom of Saudi Arabia tonight
broke its long silence about what
happened to journalist Jamal
Khashoggi. A statement read on
Saudi state television acknowledged
that he did die inside the Saudi con-
sulate in Istanbul, and it said the
kingdom will launch an official
investigation. CNN’s Clarissa Ward
joins me now from the Turkish capi-
tal of Ankara.

What else have you learned, Clar-

1ssa?

Clarissa Ward So, Anderson,

essentially, they’re sticking
with the narrative that we have been
expecting, that this was an inter-
rogation gone wrong. They said
Khashoggi arrived at the consulate;
he was taken for interrogation; there
was some kind of an argument; that
turned into a physical altercation;
and he was killed.

The second component is that the

Saudis announced that they have
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detained 18 Saudi nationals in con-
junction with Khashoggi’s murder.
They have also dismissed two senior
Saudi officials, one of them General
Ahmed al-Assiri, who is believed to
have been the, sort of, spearhead or
the...the...the one overseeing this
mission. He’s former military, high

up in intelligence services.
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The second, though, is the really
interesting one. He’s a man called
Saud al-Qahtani. He is extremely
close, Anderson, to Mohammad bin
Salman, the crown prince, one of his
top-three most senior, closest advis-
ers. He is also the man who spear-
headed a very ugly, at times, media
campaign on Twitter against people
who were critical of the kingdom;
and one source, very well placed,
telling us that he actually called
Jamal Khashoggi over a year ago to
threaten him and warn him about

being so outspoken.
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