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Japan’s Royal Dilemma
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Crown Prince Naruhito inherits the
Chrysanthemum Throne/ at a time
of transition for Japan.// Once the

region’s economic powerhouse,/ to-

day the Japanese economy is strug-

gling,/ the population aging and the

workforce shrinking.//

The royal family is also shrink-
ing.// Women are leaving and giving
up their official duties.// The law
says/ if a woman marries anyone
outside of her own 18-member
imperial family,/ she automatically

becomes a commoner.// A man

keeps his royal status for life.//
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