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{2 Anderson Cooper There’s
i:'jh the ongoing hostility toward
Asian  Americans, always there
throughout our history but inflamed
over the last year by the pandemic
and all the racist hate that’s been

spewed about it.

Though there is still a lot to learn
about the motivation behind that at-
tack, which the alleged killer has
blamed on some sort of sexual ad-
diction, what we do know is that,
last year, according to the Center for
the Study of Hate and Extremism,
anti-Asian hate crimes rose by
nearly 150 percent.

There’s the larger issue of race in
America and the white-supremacist
propaganda fueling it—at an all-
time high, according to the Anti-
Defamation League. There’s the fear
in communities of color not only of
being victimized but also of being
falsely accused or suspected of

crimes.
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