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“T minus ten, nine, eight, seven, six,
five, four—command engine start...”
(NS-16 Mission Control Center)

It was a picture-perfect liftoff for
Blue Origin’s New Shepard, on-
board, Jeff Bezos, his brother Mark
and two others making bistory of
their own in different ways: 82-year-
old Wally Funk, who was turned
away by NASA in the 1960s ’cause
they had no room at the time for the
notion that a woman could be a
stellar pilot, which is exactly what
she became; today, she added “Old-
est person in space” to her remark-
able aviation résumé, eclipsing John
Glenn; and 18-year-old Oliver Dae-

men, who is now the youngest.

After booster separation, the four
unbuckled their harnesses and felt
what every cloud ever has but few
people ever will. As they played
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