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Juneteenth Becomes

Federal Holiday
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Juneteenth Becomes Federal H()Iiday

And around the country, people are marking the first Juneteenth as a federal
holiday. Juneteenth celebrates the end of slavery in the US and the day in 1865
when former slaves in Galveston, Texas, were finally told slaves in the US were
freed. President Biden signed the Juneteenth-holiday bill into law on Thursday.
He gave the “first pen” to 94-year-old Opal Lee, the woman known as “the
grandmother of Juneteenth.” She helped lead the fight to make the day a
federal holiday.
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