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™ Fareed Zakaria Angela Merkel
XM left office just as she came in:
to the beat of her own drum—or,
more exactly, to the beat of a mili-
tary band playing a song written by
an East German punk rocker. Now,
it is Olaf Scholz’s turn to run Ger-

many. He has a tough act to follow.

Joining me is Tanit Koch, a col-
umnist for the New European and
the former editor-in-chief of Germa-

ny’s top-selling paper, Bild.

Tanit, pleasure to have you on.
First, explain something to me: In
an age of polarization and sharp di-
visions between parties—look at the
United States or Britain or even
France—in Germany, what you’re
seeing is something remarkably bi-
partisan or nonpartisan. Scholz was
Merkel’s
even though of the opposition party;

in  Angela government,

it was a coalition. He was a trusted
She, in

adviser. some  ways,
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