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An Iranian love song plays from a
cassette as a driver navigates his
way through the snow-dusted
Laman Valley in northwestern Af-
ghanistan. Crammed in the back of
his station wagon is a mother and
her six children, who’ve just left be-
hind a life of constant struggle and
hardship, all they’ve ever known—
among them, 9-year-old Parwana.
Our cameraman, Siddiqui, asks her
how she’s feeling. “I’'m so happy,”

she says with a beaming smile.

CNN met Parwana, dressed in
pink, in an internally displaced
camp in Badghis Province back in
October. Her father claims he was
selling her to feed the rest of the
family as a humanitarian crisis grips
the country. He’d already sold his
12-year-old into marriage and told
CNN that unless his situation im-

proved, he would have to sell his
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