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India Surpassing

China in Population
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Population, 1100 to 2100
Historical estimates of population, combined with the projected population to 2100 based on the UN's medium
variant scenario.
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Source: Gapminder (v6), HYDE (v3.2), UN (2019)
Note: Historical country data is shown based on today's geographical borders.
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India Surpassing China in Population

India is on track to surpass China and become the most populous country in
the world this year. In fact, it may have already happened. India’s 2021 census
has been delayed by the pandemic, but UN experts predicted last year India
would hit 1.412 billion people. Meanwhile, China’s population has fallen for
the first time in six decades—/[it is] now at 1.411 billion. And analysts say it
will continue to shrink over the next 30 years.
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