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Fareed Zakaria Andrew Jackson in 1835, Abraham Lin-

o coln in 18635, JFK in 1963, RFK in 1968, George Wallace
in 1972, Gerald Ford in 1975, Ronald Reagan in 1981*—this
week’s assassination attempt on Republican nominee Donald
Trump hearkens back to dark chapters of political violence in
American history. Where does this come from? And where does
it take us?

Joanne Freeman is one of the world’s top experts on this sub-
ject. She is a professor of American history at Yale, and she joins
me now.

Welcome. So, people often say America has this unique his-
tory of political violence. How true do you think that is? Tell us

what your sense of the...the history is.

Q Joanne Freeman Well, we do have a long history of po-
| litical violence in all kinds of ways—obviously, assassina-
tion is one way—that goes all the way back. One of the glories
of democracy is our freedom as a people to express our
thoughts, to have free thoughts, to have free protest. And with
that kind of freedom and with those kinds of rights, there are
also vulnerabilities and there are also dangers.

And that’s particularly true at moments when people feel that
the political infrastructure is shaky or national institutions don’t
feel as though they’re up to the job. And one of them is the pe-
riod leading up to the Civil War, and one of them is the fight for
civil rights in the 1960s. When the people who are in power feel
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