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‘ 1_‘; Anderson Cooper For more than 50 years, the Assad re-

: gime ruled Syria as a brutal dictatorship. Well, that came
to an end over the weekend, when rebel forces seized control of
the capital city, Damascus, toppling the regime, raising fears of a
power vacuum during a time of increased tension in the Middle
East. Now, there are major questions tonight about what hap-
pens next, namely, who will actually lead the new Syrian govern-
ment.

Though civil war has raged for more than a decade, rebels
launched a renewed offensive less than two weeks ago, cutting
across the northwest and capturing the capital in a matter of
days. Celebrations as well as looting broke out in the streets.

For years, reporting from Syria was all but impossible. That
changed over the weekend as journalists, including CNN’s
chief international correspondent Clarissa Ward, returned to
document the excitement [and] the relief of the Syrian people.
Clarissa joins me now with the latest.

So, talk about what else is happening on the ground. What

have you been seeing?

Clarissa Ward Well, Anderson, the streets of Damascus
5' have been very quiet today. There has been no looting like
we saw on the first day, but definitely, you’re seeing long lines of
people. They are lining up for gas. They are lining up to take out
cash. They are lining up to buy supplies, to buy bread.
And there’s a sense that people are a little concerned that

chaos could be looming. They want to be prepared. They’re
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