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g.‘;,—, Anderson Cooper Four years ago today, Mark Zucker-

: berg announced Facebook and Instagram would indefi-
nitely block then-president Trump’s accounts in the wake of the
January 6 attacks. The CEO wrote on his own Facebook page,
quote, “We believe the risks of allowing the President to con-
tinue to use our service during this period are simply too great.”
That was exactly four years ago. Last year, the accounts were
reinstated.

Today, Zuckerberg announced the rebranded Meta, which in-
cludes Facebook and Instagram, will now end its fact-checking
program.” User-generated Community Notes* now police mis-
information, much as they do on X, formerly known as Twitter.
Perspective from Scott Galloway, professor of marketing at
NYU Stern School of Business.

Scott, what’s your reaction to this decision by Meta, especially

the timing [and] the...the political backdrop, obviously?

% Scott Galloway Well, the timing’s pretty obvious. I mean,
essentially, Mark Zuckerberg’s one of the most brilliant
businessmen in history. And this will reduce their safety and
content-moderation budget, which was $5 billion in 2022. So, if
they can cut that in half without the need to moderate content,
and reduce their safety-and-security team, at a P/E of 30, you’re
looking at a $75 billion increase in market cap. It’s $10 billion
in Zuckerberg’s pocket.”

The more “meta” effect,” if you will, is it’ll weaken democra-

cies. The three pillars of really strong democracies are trust in
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