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Now, Samantha Power and the gutting of USAID." Until Janu-
ary 20th, she was the administrator of the agency. I spoke to her

shortly before airtime.
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‘ :“; Anderson Cooper Ambassador Power,” the New York

Times is reporting tonight that the Trump administration
intends to cut the USAID staff from about 10,000 people down
to about 290. What does this mean for the US? Why is that a

bad thing, in your opinion?

/

§§ Samantha Power Well, these are staff who are overseeing

programs that are saving lives—or, were saving lives until
a few weeks ago. These are people who are making sure that
kids who are on the brink of starvation get access to food that is
currently stuck in ports in Kenya [and] in the United States it-
self—food that American farmers have grown, food that families
are desperate to get their hands on. And even if a switch were
flipped and someone were to reconsider and say, “Yes, let’s go
back to using American farmers’ food to reach people,” there
would be nobody to administer these programs.

This is devastating, and it is ceding the field, as well, to the
People’s Republic of China, to the Russian Federation, and other
malign actors who would like nothing more than to see the US
ground game in American foreign policy—the face of American

values—disappear like this.
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