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Christiane Amanpour It is wonderful to see you playing one of
the most illustrious war correspondents of the 20th century.
What made you choose this character, who really wasn’t very

well known for what she was really best at?

Kate Winslet She wasn’t well known and she wasn’t revered,
I felt, for the right reasons. I knew who Lee Miller was, and I
was aware of her work as a photographer, and 1 knew what
she looked like, but the headline description of her was a
former muse and ex-lover of Man Ray, ex-cover girl, ex-Vogue
model—these, sort of, reductive things that reduced her power,
infantilized her, stuck her in a moment in history that she

couldn’t wait to get away from.

Amanpour It wasn’t until after she died that her son found
boxes of her diaries and photos hidden away in the attic. It’s
almost like she didn’t want to tell. Why do you think that was?

Winslet I don’t think it’s a case of “want”; I think it’s a case of
“couldn’t.” So many people had terrible, debilitating PTSD after
World War II, and Lee was no exception to that. The level of ex-
posure to such extreme horror cracked her open and revealed
old wounds that she simply had to do her very best to close.
And part of that was closing her photographs and prints into

boxes, shutting them away, and never speaking of it.
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