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Next, to Brazil and a cautionary tale about the military dictator-
ship backed by the United States at the height of the Cold War.”
Now, an Oscar-nominated film explores this dark history.

I’'m Still Here, with Fernanda Torres, is a moving portrayal of
a woman fighting for justice after her husband is arrested and
assassinated by the military junta; based on the true story of a
political dissident, Rubens Paiva, and his widow, Eunice, who
fights a long and lonely battle for truth and accountability while
also trying to stay strong for the five children she’s been left to
raise alone. I spoke to the acclaimed actress, and director Walter
Salles, about the film’s relevance right now, decades on from the

events which inspired it.

I8 ot
o o

Christiane Amanpour Fernanda Torres and Walter Salles,

welcome to the program. Great to see you. It was an

a
%

amazing film, particularly for our times.

Fernanda, you play the heroine, Eunice Paiva. It’s the true
story of her husband, who gets arrested, and later, we find out
what happens to him. You’re the mother of five children, and it’s
set during the dictatorship that emerges in Brazil—a US-backed
dictatorship, by the way. Just give me the idea of what you were

trying to portray, Fernanda.

Fernanda Torres First, | was trying to be faithful to this

great woman called Eunice Paiva, who was raised to be
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