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FAMILY INFLUENCES
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[Thel Cannes Film Festival has begun. Among the films pre-
miering this year lis] A Pale View of Hills," an adaptation of
the first novel of Nobel laureate Kazuo Ishiguro. That follows a
Japanese family who move from postwar Nagasaki to suburban
England. Back in 2021, after the publication of his most recent
novel, Klara and the Sun,” Ishiguro spoke to Christiane about the

powerful influence of family on art.
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Christiane Amanpour Let me talk about your family, because,
you know, this book—TI’ll read—is “In memory of my mother
Shizuko Ishiguro.” She was the first person that you called when
you were told that you won the Nobel Prize. And she was very
important in your life in terms of leading you to books and
literature. Talk to me about that. Your early years were in Japan,

right?

Kazuo Ishiguro Yes. I came from Japan to Britain at the age of
5. When I was a teenager, I didn’t do very much reading, but
my mother was a natural storyteller. She wasn’t a literary
person, but she was a very natural storyteller. She would very
spontaneously go into telling stories, either about her own
experiences in Japan or her growing up. Or, indeed, she would
act out scenes from books or Shakespeare plays.

She was the person who introduced me to Dostoyevsky, when
I was about 16 or 17. I didn’t really want to read a gloomy-
looking book about Russians, but she persuaded me that it was

actually about a student who was going out of his mind, and
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©2025 A Pale View of Hills Film Partners
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