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D Listening Quiz

59) XF&=ERIY LIF TS “MEE”

@ Walter Isaacson Your book’s called The Genius Myth.
wt
W0 Let’s start with that. Why is it a myth, and why in your

subtitle do you call it dangerous?

Well, I think the first thing I should say is

& I'm not tryin’ to argue that genius—you know, the idea of

Helen Lewis

exceptional talent and wonderful innovations—doesn’t exist.
But what I do think happens is that we end up writing stories
around those talents—myths, these templates, really, that we,
kind of, jam real-life human stories into.

One of my most obvious examples is Shakespeare—undoubt-
edly an incredibly gifted playwright, but when he died, he wasn’t
recognized as the Shakespeare that we know today; he was, you
know, a well-respected playwright. And it took a lot of people
over the course of the next two centuries to build up the myth, the
legend, of the Bard of Avon and to make him into the figure that

he is now.

"a Isaacson One of those myth makers you talk about in
T the book is Vasari,* this wonderful biographer, especial-
ly of [the] Renaissance—of Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci,
Brunelleschi, I think, and others. One of the things Vasari
writes about Leonardo da Vinci is he was “touched by God”
with his incredible talents, as if he had been anointed. And
when I wrote about Leonardo,” I’'m going, “No, no, that’s not
right. This guy wasn’t necessarily a genius different from

everybody else, but he worked harder. He taught himself;
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