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Fareed Zakaria On August 1st, 1981, MTV was launched.
The advent of the first 24-hour cable network dedicated exclu-
sively to music videos came at a time when American culture—
and American music, in particular—was one of the country’s
most significant soft-power exports. From Madonna to Prince to
Michael Jackson, MTV broadcast the most popular American
music, sometimes reaching more than 150 countries.

Today, the media landscape is shifting. Forced to contend with
social media and the Internet and streaming, by the end of the
year, MTV will shutter most of its global channels.

Tom Freston is a cofounder of MTV and the former CEO of
Viacom. His new memoir, Unplugged: Adventures from MTV to
Timbuktu, tells his extraordinary story. He joins me now.

Tom, pleasure to have you on.

Tom Freston Pleasure to be here.

Zakaria The music video for you begins in 1969 in San Fran-

cisco, when you’re high. Tell that story.

Freston Yes. It was my first day in California. I had been
working in a bar in Aspen, and I went to California. My first
night, it was Saint Patrick’s Day, and a friend said, “Hey, I got
tickets to go to The Fillmore,” which was sort of the Garden of

Psychedelic Eden® at the time, and “Jefferson Airplane” is
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