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Michel Martin

“ and said, “Gamble this, become part of this world, and

The Atlantic spotted you some dough

see how it goes.” You write that since legalization in 2018,
Americans have wagered more than half a trillion dollars on
sports and roughly half of men aged 18 to 49 have online-
betting accounts. Why is that?

McKay Coppins There were a bunch of things that

changed kind of all at once in the last decade. And I think
it’s easy to forget that this new kind of Wild West era we’re in®
is very new. As of 10 years ago, people were gambling around
$5 billion a year on sports legally. Last year, it was $160 billion.
The average person, if they wanted to gamble on sports, either
had to go to Las Vegas or one of a handful of other jurisdictions
where it was allowed, or they had to seek out a bookie or call an
offshore sportsbook in Antigua® and, you know, really put some
work in.

What’s changed is that once states started to legalize it, the
online sportsbooks just exploded in popularity. All of a sudden,
almost overnight, we took what was widely seen as a pretty dan-
gerous vice that should be regulated and stigmatized and put it
on everyone’s phone and eliminated all the friction that once ex-
isted to access that vice. One statistic I came across that I thought
was really alarming was that almost a third of 11-year-old boys

say that they have gambled in the past year in America.
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