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Nearly $1 billion—that’s the sum extracted out of the US last
year from online catfish scams preying on lonely Americans.
Using fake dating-site profiles and promising relationships,
young men based in Nigeria are persuading individuals to send
them thousands of dollars. Journalist and author Carlos Bar-
ragan’s new book looks at the effectiveness of these scams,
which hit close to home after his mother became a victim. He
joins Hari Sreenivasan to discuss what this issue reveals about

cultural failures in both the United States and Nigeria.
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Hari Sreenivasan Your recent book is called The Yahoo

| Boys:* Love, Deception, and the Real Lives of Nigeria’s

Romance Scammers. What provoked you to go into this story?

ﬂ Carlos Barragan Around 10 years ago, my mom met a
wonderful American man on a dating app. She’s a single
mom. She was taking care of me and my two brothers. And she
was so excited after meeting this man called Brian that we
thought, “OK, why not?”

But then, their relationship was very weird from the begin-
ning. They were exchanging emails. The guy said he was based
in Syria as an American soldier. And after a month, the guy said
that he was going to ship some gold bars to our apartment. Of
course, my mom didn’t care about the gold bars, but it was the
idea of starting a new life together.

And [immediately] I knew that it was a scam, so I traced the
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