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E Fareed Zakaria Theo Baker, the son of respected jour-
nalists Peter Baker and Susan Glasser, enrolled in Stanford
University passionate about coding and excited to be in Silicon
Valley." He ended up following in his parents’ footsteps and
joined the campus newspaper, the Stanford Daily. As a fresh-
man, he broke a story about problems with the university presi-
dent’s academic research, which would ultimately lead that
president to resign®. Theo became the youngest-ever recipient of
the prestigious George Polk Award™ for his reporting, and he has
written a new memoir called How to Rule the World: An Educa-
tion in Power at Stanford University. He joins me now.

Theo, welcome.

& Theo Baker Thank you for having me.

E Zakaria 1 want to focus on the picture you paint of
Stanford, which really, in many ways, is the world’s most
important university now. Stanford is, of course, in the Bay
Area, but it’s also one of the great universities in the world, with

great departments in every area. What did you find?

& Baker Well, I describe in this book something of a Faus-
= tian bargain® that Stanford has made. This university, like
no other institution of higher education, has had a meteoric as-
cent in the last few decades. It went from a regional university

servicing the wealthy children of San Francisco and Californian
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