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H Bianna Golodryga Are we witnessing the death of read-
ing? Our next guest says so. And [as] we endlessly scroll
through TikTok, YouTube, and Instagram, we’re also seeing at-
tention spans at the same time declining. In her new cover story
for the Atlantic, writer Rose Horowitch argues that we’re head-
ing for a postliterate era.” Rose Horowitch joins me now from
New York.

Rose, welcome to the program. The headline itself is a pretty
bold declaration: “The Age of Reading Is Over”—not declining
but over. How did you come to that conclusion?

M

& Rose Horowitch So, it is clear from the data that Ameri-
il Cans are reading much less than we used to. The share of
Americans who read a book or an article on any given day de-
clined by 40 percent over the past 20 years. In 2022, which is
the last year that we have good data for, fewer than half of all
Americans read a book of any kind. And we know that, now,
gambling is a more popular leisure activity than reading is. And
so what I argue in the piece is that this data represents a broad
shift in society. When reading and writing first appeared 6,000
years ago, it fundamentally changed the way people thought, the
way politics and culture worked. And I argue that we’re now
seeing that shift happen again as reading goes away. We’re see-
ing shifts in our consciousness, in how we elect candidates, in
what our culture values. And so I try to point out where those

shifts are all around us.
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