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JohnVause A rare unanimous
choice by baseball’s Americaln]
League for their Most Valuable
Player Award: Shohei Ohtani [of]
the Los Angeles Angels. He received
all 30 first-place votes after an his-
toric season. The 27-year-old super-
star drew comparisons to Babe
Ruth for his greatness as both a
pitcher and hitter this season. Let’s
go to Tokyo now, live. Blake Essig’s
standing by.

Blake Essig Japan as a whole
couldn’t be more excited about
Shohei Ohtani. And there really
was only ever one choice for Ameri-
can League MVP, and the decision,
as you said, was unanimous. Shohei
Ohtani, the wunicorn of Major
League Baseball, did it all this year.
He hit 46 home runs, had 100 runs
batted in and stole 26 bases as well
as being one of the most dominant

pitchers in all of baseball.
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Now, in sports as in life, it’s diffi-

cult to appreciate greatness when
it’s happening in the moment. But
make no mistake about it: even
though it was only a single season,
Shohei Ohtani is great.
There are a lot of great baseball
players, but few have the ability to
break down barriers, change what
people think is possible and inspire
quite like Japan’s Shohei Ohtani.

“He just enjoys it. He enjoys
playing both.” (Doctor QT, Shohei

Ohtani superfan)

On the mound and at the plate,
he’s almost larger than life. And the
fans—they just can’t get enough of
Japan’s “two-sworded” superstar.
From artwork displaying Otani as
an actual superhero to this music
video, his worldwide following is

€enormous.
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Although his extraterrestrial ori-
gins are debatable, Hironobu Kano,
who lives in Obhtani’s terrestrial
hometown of Oshu City, says his
success on and off the field is fun to

watch.

“We are so proud of his MVP
title here in his hometown. He’s not
just a professional baseball player.
He’s a ‘two-sword’ player, doing
something that nobody has ever
tried before.” (Hironobu Kano, Shohei
Ohtani fan)

That, of course, isn’t exactly true,
but unless you were around more
than 100 years ago, it’s probably
new to you. This bat, jersey and sig-
nature on display at Japan’s Base-
ball Hall of Fame belonged to Babe
Ruth, arguably the greatest baseball
player of all time, and the only
other true two-way player in base-
ball history to pitch and hit

throughout a single season.
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“I feel humbled that 'm even
being compared to Babe Ruth. He
was not just a player that put up
big numbers, and that’s what makes
him especially amazing. It’s rare to
become an athlete that is remem-
bered forever.” (Shohei Ohtani)

Essig Ohtani is now the second
Japanese-born player to win the
MVP. Seattle

Mariners legend Ichiro Suzuki did it

American League

in 2001. Now, for Ohtani, moving
forward, the big question will be:
Can he stay healthy, and can he con-
tinue to operate as this “two-
sworded” player, as he’s known here
in Japan? And if he can, Showtime

Shohei could go down as the best

player in baseball history of all time.
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