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This broad stretch of John C.
Calhoun Drive/ is flanked by two
unambiguous landmarks:/ on the
right,/ _a sign welcoming you to
Orangeburg, South Carolina,/ pop-
ulation roughly 13,000 and more
than three-quarters black;/ on the
left,/ a Confederate flag.//

The flag flies atop this pole,/ right
next to the sign for the Edisto River
Creamery.// By now, you know the
flag’s divisive history,/ and seem-
ingly, everyone in Orangeburg has
an opinion/ about the flag at the

ice-cream shop.//
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