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U.S. Becomes
Dishonest Broker
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{ = Anderson Cooper President
“w Trump has officially recog-
nized Jerusalem as the capital of
Israel and started the process of
moving the U.S. embassy there. The
announcement was met with wide-
spread condemnation from pretty
much every world leader except the
Israeli prime minister. Palestinian
officials said the decision would
undermine America’s role in the
Middle East peace process. And
now, CNN is learning that senior
White House officials acknowledge
the choice has at least temporarily
derailed that process.

Jim Acosta joins us now with
more. So, the announcement from
the White House—what can you tell

us?

E: Jim Acosta Well, first, Ander-
Al son, the president declared...
recognized that Jerusalem is the capi-
tal of Israel. That means that the...the
process has begun to move the Is...the

U.S. embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv
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to Jerusalem. That process is going to
take three or four years, and so the
president signed a waiver today keep-

ing the embassy in Tel Aviv.

But the practical process that has
been laid in place now is really in
jeopardy, because, essentially, you
know, Middle East peace was really
hinging on this issue of...of Jerusa-
lem. It...it wasn’t the only issue, but
it was certainly an important issue.
The Israelis obviously see Jerusalem
as their capital, but the Palestinians
see East Jerusalem as their capital.

And they said this earlier this eve-
ning, Anderson, that because of this
decision, they don’t want the United
States to be involved in brokering
Middle East peace talks. That’s
pretty stunning given that that is
something that...that is a role the
United States has played for de-
cades, going back to the Clinton ad-
ministration and all the way back to

Jimmy Carter.
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