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EE How did you get into journal-
ism in the first place and join CNN?

Will Ripley So, I was a very young
student, and I was watching CNN
live coverage of the first Persian
Gulf War. And I vividly remember
seeing those green images on my
screen and running through my
house, telling my parents, “We’re at
war! We’re at war!” And a lightbulb
went off, and I thought, “That’s
what I want to do when I get older.
I want to be a reporter. And I’d love
to be a reporter on CNN.”

So this job—you know, I finally
made it here, back in 2014, almost
five years ago. So it’s the, kind of,
realization of a lifelong dream. And
it happened after 15 years of work-
ing in news in the United States.
And T actually flew myself to New
York and walked into CNN and s...
asked them to meet with me. They
weren’t sear...seeking me out; [ went
and found them and, two vyears

later, finally was able to get the job.
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