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Until the end of the 15th century, the geo-
graphic United States of America was unknown
to Europeans. But it was home to hundreds of
indigenous peoples, each of which occupied a
limited territory that provided a viable liveli-
hood. Into this came Spanish, French and fi-
nally British colonizers, who largely ignored the
settlements and customary territorial arrange-
ments of the indigenous groups, whom the col-
onizers called Indians. The Europeans brought
their own ideas of claiming territory as the
“property” of their royal rulers and of “sub-
duing” what they saw as “unoccupied” land.
Eventually, colonizers mainly from Britain
began to see themselves as Americans, claimed
the right to self-government and in 1776
issued their Declaration of Independence.
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