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The Legacy of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki

@
Plunging into the Pacific War

Japan’s long war began in China with the Manchurian Inci-
dent in 1931. Social unrest since the Great Depression of
1929 had strengthened fascist movements and governments
in Germany, ltaly and elsewhere, and Japan, isolated from
the international community, also began to veer down a path
toward fascism.

World War Il began on September 1st, 1939, with Europe
as the main battleground. Meanwhile, Japan, seeking a
breakthrough in its prolonged war with China, plotted to ad-
vance into Southeast Asia to obtain resources. This worsened
its relations with the United States, which strongly objected to
Japan’s move. The Asia-Pacific War was set off on December
8th, 1941, by Japan’s surprise attack on Pearl Harbor and the
landing of its forces on the Malay Peninsula, which was under
British rule at the time. Japanese forces gained the upper
hand in the initial stages of the war, but differences in military
strength and supplies soon became apparent.

As the Allies’ military superiority became evident, Italy sur-
rendered to them in September 1943 and Germany followed
suit in May 1945. Japan hoped that the Soviet Union, with
which it had a treaty of neutrality, would serve as an intermedi-
ary in negotiations with the Allies, but it had already been se-
cretly agreed at the Yalta Conference in February 1945 that the
Soviet Union would enter the war against Japan. In July 1945,
the Allies announced the Potsdam Declaration, demanding that
Japan surrender unconditionally, but Japan did not respond.
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