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Plastic Waste and Climate Change

Environmental issues have perhaps never held the world’s interest
as much as they have this year, and plastic waste has been high on
the list. Around 8 to 9 million tons of plastic waste makes its way
into the ocean every year, where instead of decomposing, it is
broken down into tiny particles by wave action and the sun’s
ultraviolet radiation. Because marine creatures swallow these mi-
croplastics, concern is rising over the human health risks they
pose through the seafood we in turn consume.

As part of the movement to reduce plastic waste, efforts are
under way around the globe to replace plastic straws, cups and
other utensils with ones made of paper or other biodegradable
material. Starbucks is aiming to completely abolish the use of
plastic disposable straws at all its stores by 2020. And from April
the same year, it will be mandatory for all stores in Japan to
charge for plastic shopping bags.

Another focus of attention this year has been climate change, a
problem of increasing gravity as more and more research points
to global warming’s link to higher frequency of extreme-weather
events. Central to this issue is the Paris Agreement, a landmark
international accord reached in 2015 to combat climate change
and work toward achieving a sustainable, low-carbon future. Set
forth in the agreement is an international framework of action
for 2020 and beyond, with the goal of reducing greenhouse-gas
emissions to virtually zero by the latter half of the 21st century.
Japan’s part includes the interim goal of effecting a 26 percent
reduction from 2013 levels by 2030.

Despite President Donald Trump’s 2017 announcement that
the US would withdraw from the Paris Agreement, a recent poll
indicates some 70 percent of Americans are unhappy with the
president’s climate-change policy. Meanwhile, to better convey
the severity of the situation, some media outlets have switched to

using the term climate crisis instead of climate change.
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