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Short Introduction to Jazz
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Jazz is a synthesis of black music and white music that
emerged in cities along the Mississippi River as well as in
Kansas City, New York City and Washington, DC. The
first jazz musicians wandered the Gulf of Mexico coast
and traveled on steamboats along the Mississippi and by
train to the big eastern cities plying their trade, picking up
new ideas and developing new songs based on what they
heard in other locations.

Jazz is especially associated with New Orleans, because
in the second half of the 19th century, that city provided a
hospitable environment for local and itinerant musicians.
Music was part of myriad social settings there, whether
high-society dances, houses of prostitution, social clubs or
street corners. Even church music was adapted by jazz mu-
sicians to include such classic songs as “When the Saints
Go Marching In” and “Down by the Riverside.” Pianists,
marching bands and others drew from Caribbean dance

music to develop a syncopated style known as “ragtime.”
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