Having Her Say
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It’s been 25 years here at the US
Open since a woman has dropped
the first set in the women’s singles
final and come back to win it all.
Naomi Osaka did just that.

But then again, this tournament
has been anything but ordinary for
the 22-year-old. At the beginning of
this year’s US Open, she made a
bold proclamation to the world.
She had seven names on seven
masks. Each was a victim whose
death sparked outcries for social
justice and racial equality; seven the
number of matches it would take
for her to reach the final, and she
did just that. An enormous amount
of pressure and an important mes-
sage for Osaka, who is both Hai-

tian and Japanese.
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