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Jared Dia-

mond has a fascinating mind. He’s

Christiane Amanpour

a polymath—a biologist, a geogra-
pher, a linguist and a historian. His
Guns,

million-copy  bestseller

Germs, and Steel won the Pulitzer
Prize in 1998. And now, he’s back
with another book called Upheaval:
Turning Points for Nations in Cri-
sis, about what makes certain na-

tions more resilient.

Jared Diamond, welcome to the
program. Let’s just take America.
What crisis do you identify, and
what’s the psychology of it?

Jared Diamond The problems that
the United States now faces are fa-
miliar to Americans. They are: the
deterioration of political compro-
mise; the restrictions on voting that
mean the decline of American de-
mocracy; increasing inequality; and

decreasing government investment.
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