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@ Roman Might —e—<x. %2

The military prowess of the Romans has never been in
dispute, but perhaps no people have been made more
acutely aware of it than 1st-century Britons.

Julius Caesar was the first Roman to bring an army to
Britain, in 55 BCE and again in 54 BCE. But these were
largely symbolic excursions. It was Claudius, the fourth
Roman emperor, who actually added Britain to Rome’s
dominions, in 43 CE.

It wasn’t much of a fight. The Britons resisted but were
defeated by the disciplined Roman legions in two battles
fought in quick succession. Emperor Claudius himself
travelled from Rome for the final stage of the conquest,
reportedly bringing war elephants, which he paraded be-
fore the astounded Britons.

In the early years of Roman rule in Britain, there was a
huge rebellion by the Celtic Iceni tribe led by Queen Bou-
dica. In 61 CE, they attacked the Roman garrison at Col-
chester, destroying the grand Roman temple there and
killing the Romans who took refuge within it. They then
proceeded to sack the Roman settlements at what are

now London and St. Albans. s'
er.

Boudica’s army is believed to have numbered well ov

and his 10,000 troops. But numbers alone were no
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