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Christiane Amanpour So, [ just
want to step back a little bit and
talk about your own experience at
Unilever. Tell me about what you
went through.
Paul Polman Ten years ago, when
we started the journey in Unilever
and said we have to decouple
growth from environmental impact,
increase our overall social impact, it
was a relatively new concept. Put
yourself, now, 10 years further,
where we are today. We have,
indeed,

proof, hard numbers, that business

increasing evidence and

models that are run for the longer-
term, take the multiple stakeholders
into account, one of the stake-
holders being our planet itself—that
these business models tend to be
better, longer-term, for the share-

holders as well.

When I started the journey, these
data weren’t there. A lot of cyni-
cism or skepticism by an increas-
ingly shorter-term-focused financial

market, especially. “Why are you
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