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Victor Blackwell A lot of grad-
uating seniors are feeling extra cele-
bratory this year after enduring
months of virtual learning. But my
next guest used her cap-and-gown
moment to make a major
statement. Paxton Smith, a high
Dallas,

tossed out a preapproved speech to

school valedictorian in
criticize a new Texas law that bans
abortions after a fetal heartbeat can

be detected—as early as six weeks.

Paxton Smith (during valediction)

As we leave high school, we need to
make our voices heard. Today, I
was going to talk about TV and
media and content, because it’s
something that’s very important to
me. However, under light of recent
events, it feels wrong to talk about
anything but what is currently
affecting me and millions of other

[...] Six
weeks—that’s all women get. Most

women in this state.

of them don’t realize that they’re

pregnant by six weeks. So before
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