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“‘}I, Sandra Prunella Mason, do

swear/ that I will well and truly

serve Barbados...”// (Sandra Mason,

being sworn in as president of Barbados)
Fifty-five years after gaining inde-

pendence from the UK,/ Barbados

cuts its last formal tie to its former

colonizer,/ _the Royal Standard flag

lowered and replaced by the Presi-

dential Standard,/ marking the end

of the queen’s reign on this island/

and a new future under a Barba-

dian-born head of state appointed

by the Barbadian parliament.//
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