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First to Cross the Color Line
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Sidney Poitier was so much more
than a film legend.// He is revered/

Jlnot just because of what he did

on-screen/ but also because of his

tremendous impact off-screen/ as

a champion of civil rights.//

eThe son of a Bahamian tomato

farmer,/ Poitier lived a life of firsts:/

the first black man to win an Oscar
for Best Actor/ and one of the first
black people to become a true Hol-
lywood star,/ among the greatest of
all time.//

“We have lots and lots and lots
of...of African American actors.//
Now, when we didn’t have any,/ 1
appeared,/ not because I brought so
much/ but because the time was
right.”// (Sidney Poitier, at press confer-
ence after receiving the Academy Honorary

Award in 2002)
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