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For years, his comedy kept Ukrainians laughing,
but now, Ukraine’s comedian-turned-president
has become an unexpected hero, a wartime
leader whose courage and sacrifice are inspiring
people around the world. Phil Black takes a look
at the unconventional career arc of President

Volodymyr Zelensky.

There’s one really good reason why, even in
peacetime, many wondered whether Volodymyr
Zelensky had what it took to lead his country:

his preparation for the job was pretending to
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lead his country. In the popular Ukrainian TV
show Servant of the People, he played another
unlikely president, a teacher suddenly elevated to
the highest office after a private rant about cor-
ruption goes viral. In real life, his political party

uses the name of the show as its own.

Zelensky’s showbiz career was all comedy and
light entertainment, including playing Padding-
ton Bear in the movie franchise’s Ukrainian re-
lease. Somehow, that path has led him to the role
of wartime president at a perilous moment for

his country.

“Is it fair to say that he was an unlikely presi-
dential candidate and he is a thoroughly improb-
able wartime leader?” (CNN)

“I think that is fair to say. He’s a man of
extraordinary achievements and capabilities.”

(John Herbst, former US ambassador to Ukraine)
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