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Creating Soft Can Be Hard
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Building the next big thing in tech
Jcan take time.//

“Sometimes, innovation should
not be too fast.”// (Li Zhang, professor
of engineering, The Chinese University of
Hong Kong)

In this case,/ it’s moving at a
snail’s pace.// Meet Li Zhang,/ engi-
neer, professor, and now, maker of
sludge-like goo.//

“It behaves sometimes like o2
liquid, sometimes like a solid.”//
(Li Zhang)

Inspired by the cheap slime toy/
that children play with all over the
world,/ Zhang’s team first created
the substance in 2021/ by mixing a

simple polymer with borax.//
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