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EQUAL PAY GOAL |

U.S. SOCCER AGREES TO LANDMARK EQUAL PAY DEAL FOR WOMEN MEN

No Longer an Afterthought
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oWith its stirring win over Iran/ and
its advance into the knockout stage
of the World Cup,/ the US men’s

national soccer team gets a $13

million bonus/ as a team.// And for
the first time ever,/ they’ll split that
bonus equally with the US women’s

team—/ e$6'5 million for each

squad.// That’s because of a new
collective-bargaining agreement/ that
the women’s team reached with
the US Soccer Federation/ back in

May.//
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For Briana Scurry,/ a goalkeeper
who played in four Women’s World
Cups/ and made an iconic penalty-
kick save to help the US win the
1999 Cup,/ it’s a sweet moment.//

“For decades,/ oit Was very diffi-

cult to always be shouting at the

rain,/ so it seemed.// But now,/ we

have made this a reality.// And it
took every single player/ who has
ever played and worn the jersey for
the women’s national team/ to get it
there.”// (Briana Scurry)

In fact, the [$]6.5 million the US

women will make from the men’s-

team advance/ 1is Jmore than the

women earned by winning the 2015
and 2019 Women’s World Cups
combined.// Their 2015 win paid
out [$]2 million,/ 0[the amount]
doubling to [$]4 million in 2019.//
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“FIFA has been unfair with the
women.// We’ve always been an af-
terthought to them.”// (Briana Scurry)

For decades,/ the US women’s
team had fought against the
US Soccer Federation,/ 0demanding
equal pay./

“Every time a...a woman is not
paid equally,/ everyone is not, and...
and nobody’s potential is able to be
reached.”// (Megan Rapinoe, winger, US
women’s national soccer team, in 2019)

It took a lawsuit settlement earlier
this year/ to finally get the Federa-
tion to pay the women fairly.//

“There have been so many lock-
outs,/ so many times skipping camp,/
so many moments of labor solidar-
ity,/ and things really revved up after
the women won the 2015 World
Cup.// Every step of the way,/ it’s
been a fight.”// (Lindsay Gibbs, sports

reporter, Power Plays)

WORLD CUP 2022

U.S. WOMEN'S TEAM TO EARN MORE FROM MEN'S WORLI
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And every step of the way,/
there’s been a different kind of dis-
parity on the field.// In all of US
soccer history,/ the women’s team
has won four World Cups.// The
men have won exactly none.//

“I mean, women carry soccer in
the United States.// I love the men’s

team,/ but eit’s the women/ who

have put the sport on the map,/

who are the pride of the nation.”//
(Lindsay Gibbs)
But while US Soccer has made

progress on fair pay,/ world soccer
remains far behind.// This year,/ the
total prize money for the men’s
World Cup is $440 million,/ Jmore

than 14 times as much as the prize

money for the last Women’s World

Cup.//
Brian Todd, CNN, Washington.//

(December 4, 2022)
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