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For three years, Alexey Navalny had been languishing in Rus-
sian penal colonies, sentenced on charges of extremism; his
real “crime”: taking on Russian president Vladimir Putin and
exposing the rampant corruption of Russia’s political elites.
Navalny’s lawyers warned that the brutal conditions in

solitary confinement were taking a toll on him.

Hours after the shocking news broke, Yulia Navalnaya ad-
dressed world leaders at the Munich Security Conference.

“I would like Putin and all his staff—everybody around him,
his government, his friends—I want them to know that they
will be punished for what they have done with our country,
with my family, and with my husband.” (Yulia Navalnaya, wife of
Alexey Navalny, through interpreter)

A staunch critic of Putin for more than a decade, Alexey
Navalny had dodged death before, collapsing on a plane from
Siberia in August 2020 after being poisoned with a deadly
nerve agent, Novichok. The flight was diverted. Two days later,
a comatose Navalny was flown to Berlin and saved by a

team of German doctors.
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