CONTINUED DECLINE
IN FERTILITY RATE
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Continued Decline in Fertility Rate

For decades, fertility rates have been steadily falling worldwide, and a new
study finds that trend will continue well into the future. The fertility rate is the
average number of children born to a woman in her lifetime. In 1950, that
number was nearly five; by 2021, it was cut in half; and by next century,
researchers believe, that rate will drop to 1.59 children. The reasons for that:
better contraception, better education, and improved employment opportuni-
ties for women.
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