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In the early hours of Saturday, Israelis woke to a
sudden assault from Gaza militants; the surprise
attack, claimed by the Palestinian militant
group Hamas, a complex and massive operation
marking a steep escalation of hostilities. The at-
tack began with a huge barrage of missiles fired
from Gaza—thousands of rockets, some making
direct hits on targets across southern Israel.
Under the cover of the missiles, a large-scale
infiltration began as Hamas militants crossed by
land, sea, and air, even using paragliders to
cross into Israel. Videos from border-crossing
stations show Hamas fighters storming into Is-

raeli territory. A few miles away, in the border
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