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Fareed Zakaria In his 2021 book, How to Avoid a Cli-

= mate Disaster, Bill Gates wrote that in order to solve the
climate crisis, we need to make clean energy economically com-
petitive with fossil fuels. This week, he broke ground on a new
facility in Wyoming that he says will do just that. It is a nuclear
power plant with a reactor that is about one-third the size of a
traditional reactor, and it’s cooled by liquid sodium instead of
water. Gates says that makes it safer and simpler to build out.
It’s the latest initiative from his company, TerraPower.

The project faces hurdles. Most prominently, the Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission hasn’t yet approved the plan for the reactor.
In the past, nuclear projects have been plagued by delays and
high costs. But proponents of these new reactors say that they
are the key to a future with an abundance of clean energy. I
spoke to Gates this week about the initiative and the future of
nuclear power.

Bill Gates, pleasure to have you on the show.

g Bill Gates Great to talk to you.

Zakaria When I talk to people about nuclear, they say the

‘ biggest problem with nuclear is not all the things people
worry about—radioactive waste—and it’s just it’s so expensive;
the capital expenditures are so massive. Why is this kind of

nuclear plant going to be so much cheaper?
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