ORANGUTAN USE
MEDICINAL PLANT
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Orangutan Uses Medicinal Plant

Scientists in Indonesia say they observed an orangutan intentionally treating a
wound with a medicinal plant—the first time this behavior has ever been docu-
mented. Rakus treated a wound on his face by chewing leaves from a plant and
repeatedly applying the juice to it. He then covered the wound with the
chewed-up leaves, which are typically used by humans in traditional medicine.
Scientists say the observation, quote, “provides new insights into the existence
of self-medication in our closest relatives.”
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