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Julia Chatterley Now for a “berry” delicious story. It may be
one of the most luxurious and expensive strawberries on the
market, each one costing around $2—so that’s around $16 per
pack—though Oishii’s Japanese strawberries are rapidly gaining
fame here in the United States. These exquisite berries originated
from Japan. They’re cultivated in cutting-edge vertical farms*
right here in the United States, free from pesticides and genetic
modifications, according to the company. And inside their high-
tech indoor farms, bees, robots, and farmers are all working in
harmony in a blend of nature and technology. Currently, these
strawberries are available in eight states and in Washington, DC.
The firm says they sometimes ship within 24 hours of harvest to
help maintain freshness and sweetness. And joining us now for
more—cofounder and CEO of the firm, Hiroki Koga.

Hiroki, fantastic to have you on the show. You grew up in
Japan, and then several years ago, you came to the United
States. What inspired you to bring Japanese strawberries to

America?

Hiroki Koga Yeah, so, I came to the US in 2015 and, actually,
was in California. Back then, I didn’t know that California had
the highest-quality produce in this country. And I went to the
local grocery store, and everything looked amazing, but when I
tasted the produce at home, especially strawberries and toma-
toes, they were a big shock to me, because the quality was just
so different from what I was used to eating in my home country

of Japan.
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