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“The world we live in has been shaped by three scientific revolu-
tions.” So writes Walter Isaacson in The Code Breaker." The
first, in the early 20th century, was the quantum revolution.
It came out of physics, led by Albert Einstein, and it unleashed
the power of the atom, leading to nuclear energy and weaponry.
The second was the information revolution, which produced
the world of computers, the Internet, and smartphones. But
the third revolution, writes Isaacson, is not about protons or
neutrons or bits and bytes; it’s about genes—a revolution in
human biology. It is only just beginning, and Jennifer Doudna is

at the forefront of this revolution.

!

smokes!” you know, “This is incredible!”

Jennifer Doudna When Martin® showed me the data, I
think we kind of looked at each other and said, “Holy

Doudna and her colleague were right: it was incredible. They
were in the process of discovering what is known as CRISPR.*
It’s changing the world and saving lives in the process. It may
even save your life.

This genetic revolution can be dated to June of 2000, when
President Bill Clinton announced to the world the completion
of the Human Genome Project,” the uncovering of the genetic

blueprint for building a human being.

“Today, we are learning the language in which God created
life.” (Bill Clinton, then US president, in June 2000)
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