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Lynda Kinkade Well, skin cancer remains a global public-
health threat, and despite more people slathering on sunscreen
than ever before, skin-cancer rates continue to rise. Now, one
precocious teenager is joining the fight. Heman Bekele is a
15-year-old already getting recognition for inventing a soap that
could treat cancer, and he’s just been honored by Time maga-
zine, which named him the 2024 Kid of the Year. Well, 'm
joined now by Heman Bekele.

Good to have you with us. Congratulations. You are the 2024
Time magazine Kid of the Year. How do you feel about that

honor?

Heman Bekele It is an absolutely surreal feeling. First of all, of
course, thank you so much for having me. Yeah, it feels so great.
I mean, of course, I feel really happy and gratified for this expe-
rience. But then, in addition to that, I also feel really inspired
and motivated, because, you know, I’'m just 15 years old, and
this experience does show that as young as you are, your ideas
can still be heard? And so, it is really motivating and will keep

motivating me pushing forward as well.
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HEMAN BEKELE IS TIME'S
2024 KID OF THE YEAR
INVENTED SOAP THAT
MAY TREAT SKIN CANCER
WON 3M YOUNG
SCIENTIST CHALLENGE
INVENTION INSPIRED BY
ETHIOPIAN CHILDHOOD

FIGHTING CANGER }
HEMAN BEKELE NAMED TIME'S 2024 KID OF THE YEAR

Heman Bekele | 2024 TIME Kid of the Year
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