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Christiane Amanpour Patti LaBelle, who you sang with, basi-
cally says, “Cyndi does what she wants to do.” And, you know,
it’s not always easy for a woman in any business, much less in
the music business. How did you get to be that person? Were
you always the person who got to do what she wanted to do, or

was that a struggle?

Cyndi Lauper Well, you know, it wasn’t, like, “Hi! What’s your
name? Sure, you can do what you want to do.” You know, I
didn’t take every opportunity that came my way, because it
wasn’t an opportunity to me. I sing because it makes me feel
free. And I didn’t feel free if I had to stand and sing to someone
else’s beat, someone else’s rhythm, someone else’s speech.

And I wanted to make music that was inclusive. I wanted to
make collaborations with the people that I loved. And when I
was in situations where it was a compromise, it also gave me an

opportunity to learn about how I could make that my own too.

Amanpour Famously, you made “Girls Just Want to Have Fun”
yours out of somebody else’s, because it was written by a guy
called Robert Hazard. He wrote the original. And I want you to

explain what the original meant and how you changed it.
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